Ventricular Septal Defect Closure Devices, Techniques, and Outcomes.
Transcatheter closure of ventricular septal defects (VSDs) was first documented in 1988. The early studies of VSD closure were successful but there were high complication rates, particularly early and late-onset complete heart block. However, the development and use of new vascular occlusion devices in an off-label fashion has improved the range of patients who can be treated and reduced the complication rates. In particular, the rate of complete heart block documented in contemporary studies of VSD closure has fallen to levels at or below those documented in the surgical VSD closure literature.